Would you like a free subscription
to the No. 1 magazine for and about
kids in harness racing?
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votlight On:
Warren Emery

Medical professional is hooked on harness racing

interview by Rose Flood

ith the current chaos going
’ on in the world, it's import-

ant to hang onto things
make you happy. Warren Emery,

chemist who works with manu-
iring at Eli Lilly,a pharmaceutical
pany, focuses not only on his love
irness racing, but also his love of
g a part of several partnerships
‘trainer Ernie Gaskin. b
Thile his start in the sport was !
tpected, he's now an advocate
»nly for partnerships, but for
ling as much as one can about t
istry. In fact, Emery was one of2Q
lcipants in the 18th edition of thew
A Driving School conducted at
delaware County Fairgroundsin %
" He is currently involved in the
ership of seven horses and has
iously owned 10 head. During
thort time in the sport, Emery
been involved with horses such
n The Cusp (Camluck, $345,837)
Rockin Machine (Rockin Image
704).

imery: It happened by
ice. I was downtown at the Wi
§ Circle with a few friends fro

k just to have some beers and bet
some races. Amanda Gaskin

n there for a promotion going on /Warren
night. She sat at a table next to us. E’QTG;VI;‘?"_“ pasrtri]” tlhe
riving Schoo

in drawings and give some wager- S S\ in 2017,
advice. We figured she must have ¥ .

3
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had some wagering knowledge since
she had every program you could have,
so we finally asked what she was doing.
She explained the promotion and start-
ed giving us tips on what to look for in
2 horse while choosing who to place a
wager on. She went on to explain that
her family was in the business and Ron
crodell, who was highly respected at
Eli Lilly, owned horses with her dad for
20 years, prompting us to begin asking
about ownership.

I didn’t know much about the con-
cept, but I always assumed it was ex-
pensive. Amanda invited us to Harrah’s
Hoosier Park to sit with them and the
other partners. I came at the start of the
season and had a lot of fun. It was fun
to watch Ron’s horses do well and Ernie
(Amanda’s father) and Emily (Amanda’s
sister and race marketing manager and
commentator at Harrah’s Hoosier Park)
taught me a lot. That was when I real-
ized that you can get into a partnership
without spending a crazy amount of
money. The following year, I got started
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and I was hooked from the get go.

HB: If you were recommending to a
new owner the best way to become in-
volved in harness racing, what approach
would you suggest and why?

Emery: Partnership is the best way.
It’s great financially. If you're coming
in with a fixed amount of money in-
stead of having it all in owning, you can
spread it out over three or four horses.
It’s also good to try and go the extra
mile with learning about it, as well. A
few summers ago, a friend and I went
to the USTA Driving School to try and
learn a bit more. They do things like
teach you how to work in the barns and
take care of horses. The hands-on expe-
rience really taught me so much.

HB: What would you say is your fa-
vorite thing about the industry?

Emery: The camaraderie is easily
the best part. When a horse of ours
does well, I always text the other part-
ners and we talk about how we cheered
for it. It doesn’t matter what type of
horse it is or how high the purse is; it’s
always fun. I also love going to the year-
ling sales and watching horses train.

HB: What would you say is the big-
gest influence that COVID has had on
the industry?

Emery: Obviously, it delayed the
start. The hardest part for me has been
the fact that I've not been able to come
up to Hoosier as much as I would like
to. It’s nice to see that the yearling sales
are still pretty strong. They seem to be
holding on, so hopefully there won’t be

a negative effect lingering. Wworking at
Lilly, I specifically work on the manu-
facturing side of the research. If people
want to learn more, there are press re-
leases and other information on Lilly.
com.

HB: Do you have goals you would like
to accomplish within the sport?

Emery: I'd love to have a sire stakes
champion at some point, be it Indiana
or Ohio. The majority of the horses I've
been in partnership with have been in
Indiana. There have only been several
in Ohio.

HB: Are there specific things you
seek when buying a horse?

Emery: I would probably say that
I'm looking for an athlete, but that’s
what everyone is doing. I try to find
horses with good conformation. I think

| Far left: Em-
ery is part of several partnerships
with Indiana trainer Ernie Gaskin.
Left: Three-year-old pacing gelding
High Impression is one of seven
horses Emery currently co-owns.

that helps them stay sound and take
less time off from racing. We don’t look
for the most expensive horses; we look
for value. Pedigree is important as well,
but it can be tricky to get a horse with a
great pedigree for a lower price.

HB: What do your friends or family
outside of the industry think of your
ownership?

Emery: When I first brought into a
horse in the fall of 2014, 1 didn’t tell my
parents; I thought they’d think I was
crazy. That next fall we sent him to Can-
ada and he was racing well, so decided
I was going to tell my parents because
at that point I was pretty committed.
So I got to their house and pulled it up
online, waiting for him to get ready to
race at Flamboro (Downs). I told them I
had a horse coming up in the next race.
They thought I was talking about a wa-
ger, but I explained that I was a part
owner. It surprised them for sure. Fun-
ny enough, he won that race, which got
them hooked. Yes, they get a kick out
of it, but they’re pretty invested too. B

Rose Flood is the race marketing and opera-
tions administrator at Hoosier Park. To com-
ment on this story, email us at readerforum@
ustrotting.com.
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